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11333 N. Cedarburg Road


Mequon, WI 53092-1930


Phone: 262/236-2911

Fax: 262/242-9655

www.ci.mequon.wi.us 
Office of the City Clerk
BOARD OF APPEALS

Wednesday, September 9, 2015; 6:00 pm
MINUTES
Present:
Chairman Reitz; Members Ashmore, Larson, Levin, Massey; Deputy Clerk Fochs; Community Development Director Tollefson; City Inspector Rakow, Court Reporter Elaine Thies, Gramann Reporting; and interested public
Also Present:
Appellants Steve and Michelle Bersell, and interested public
All parties appearing before the Board of Appeals were sworn.
A complete transcript of the proceedings can be made available upon request.
The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm.
1.
Approve meeting minutes of July 16, 2015
Moved by Member Ashmore, seconded by Member Levin to approve the meeting minutes of July 16, 2015.  

The motion passed by voice acclamation 5/0.
2. Hear evidence concerning; debate, deliberate and decide the request of:


Applicant(s):  Steve & Michelle Bersell

Owner:  Steve & Michelle Bersell

Appeal:  Requesting a variance from Section 58-239(j) Mequon Code of Ordinances to reduce the side yard setback requirements from 15 feet to 10 feet along the north and south property lines in order to construct a single-family home at 10108 N. Sheridan Drive

Inspector Rakow summarized the applicant’s case.  He indicated that staff would support granting a variance to the Bersells due to the hardship caused by the unique property and the new home would rectify the legal non-conforming structure.

Chairman Reitz opened the public hearing at this time.  The adjacent neighbors to the north and south both spoke in favor of the new home plan and encourage the Board to approve the variance.

Motion by Member Ashmore, seconded by Member Massey to close the public hearing.  The motion passed 5/0 by voice acclamation.


Appellant Bersell began by telling the Board he and his wife purchased the home 18 months ago.  The existing home does not meet their needs, and the home designed for them would encroach into the side yard setback by five feet on each side.  The new home would meet the 75’ setback from the bluff.  The current home is 35’ from the bluff.  Moving the home away from the bluff will benefit both neighbors by increasing their lake views.  

Most, if not all, of the homes in this area do not meet the setback requirement.  These homes were built prior to the zoning code creation, therefore are legal non-conforming.  

Member Levin stated that this is an area variance.  All the lots violate current zoning.  He is in favor of granting the variance.

Member Massey stated the neighbors most impacted by the new home were in favor of the variance and it would improve their views.  She is in favor of granting the variance.

Member Ashmore agrees and also has no problem in granting the variance.

Member Larson is in favor of the variance being granted.

Chairman Reitz questioned if any other issues would be created by allowing the home to encroach into the side yard setback?  Director Tollefson indicated there is no violation of any other zoning restrictions and is not aware of any utility problems.

Motion by Member Levin, seconded by Member Ashmore to approve the variance.  The motion resulted in a roll call vote 5/0:


Favor: Chairman Reitz; Members Ashmore, Larson, Levin, and Massey

Oppose:  None
3.
Adjourn
Moved by Member Ashmore, seconded by Member Levin to adjourn the meeting at 6:20 pm.  The motion passed 5/0 by voice acclamation.

Respectfully submitted, 

CITY OF MEQUON BOARD OF APPEALS

Kathy Andrykowski, Administrative Secretary
Approved: January 5, 2016
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