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 11333 N. Cedarburg Road 
 Mequon, WI 53092-1930 
 Phone: 262/236-2911 
 Fax: 262/242-9655 

www.ci.mequon.wi.us  Office of the City Clerk 

BOARD OF APPEALS 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016; 6:00 PM 

 

Present: Chairman Reitz; Members Ashmore, Levin, Clancy, Deputy Clerk Fochs; City 

Inspector Rakow, Court Reporter Rodriguez, Gramann Reporting; and interested 

public 

 

All parties appearing before the Board of Appeals were sworn. 

A complete transcript of the proceedings can be made available upon request. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:03 PM. 

 

1. Approve meeting minutes of February 4, 2016 

Moved by Member Ashmore, seconded by Member Levin to approve the meeting minutes of 

February 29, 2016.   

 

 The motion passed by voice acclamation 4/0.   

  

2. Hear evidence concerning; debate, deliberate and decide the request of: 

 Applicant(s):  Paul Rausch 

 Owner:  Paul Rausch 

 Appeal:  Requesting a variance from Section 58-237(g)(2) Mequon Code of Ordinances in 

order to increase the height of the garage beyond the required 15’ limit at 11254 N. Solar 

Avenue. 

  

 Inspector Rakow summarized the applicant’s case.  He indicated that the appellant is 

requesting a variance from the 15 foot height limitation for accessory structures.  The 

appellant’s garage exceeds that limit by 3’7”.  The addition to the existing garage had no 

work permits and a stop order was issued in spring 2015.  Mr. Rakow stated that if the garage 

was moved closer to the center of the property the appellant could build as high as 25 feet.  

 

 Mr. Rausch explained that he was notified by the City that his travel trailer camper was too 

large to be out in the open on his property.  It should be parked in an enclosed garage.  His 

garage was large enough to park the camper, however, it was not tall enough.  Construction 

on the garage started April 2015, however, no work has been done since mid-summer 2015.  

His original plans were just to repair the roof on the garage, which needed no building 

permit. He quickly learned that the repair job would be more extensive and framing changes 

and trusses were required to make the garage functional.  The garage still needs trim and 

siding to complete the job.  The original goal was to comply with the non-compliant letter.  

His camper is now parked in an enclosed structure off site.  There are no objections by the 

neighbors to his taller garage.  

 

 It was noted by the appellant that many homes in his neighborhood have detached garages 

seemingly over the 15 foot limit.  However, the specific zoning for those properties is not 

known. 
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 City Staff explained that for each foot the structure would be moved into the lot, said 

structure could be built one foot higher. 

 

 Chairman Reitz questioned if other storage facilities were researched, Mr. Rausch explained 

that the fees are very high and none are located close to Mequon. 

 

 Moved by Member Levin, seconded by Member Ashmore to close the public hearing.   

 

 The motion passed by roll call vote 4/0. 

 Favor:  Members Ashmore, Levin, Clancy, Chairman Reitz 

 Opposed:  None 

 

 The Board deliberated:  

 The existing garage pre-existed so the hardship was not created by the appellant in terms 

of the location of the garage 

 The 3’ 7” variance is minor and is consistent with other buildings in the neighborhood. 

 It is important to be consistent with the application of the ordinances 

 The Board can sympathize with the inconvenience and additional expense to build in 

conformity 

 Hardship must be based on conditions unique to the property rather than conditions 

personal to the property owner  

 Options exist to become compliant 

 

Motion by Member Clancy, seconded by Member Levin to approve the variance.   

 

The motion resulted in a roll call vote 2/2: 

 Favor: Members Levin, Clancy 

 Oppose:  Member Ashmore, Chairman Reitz 

 

The motion to approve failed.  

  

3. Adjourn 

Moved by Member Ashmore, seconded by Member Clancy to adjourn the meeting at 6:33. 

PM.  The motion passed 4/0 by voice acclamation. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

CITY OF MEQUON BOARD OF APPEALS 

Kathy Andrykowski, Administrative Secretary 

Approved 4/26/16 

 

 


