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ANNUAL ROAD PROGRAM 

PULVERIZING AND PAVING PROCESS 

 

PREPARATION (City of Mequon DPW Crews) 

• Repairing and/or Replacing Culverts – Crews will be inspecting cross road culverts and relay or replace 

them as needed in advance of the roadwork.  Driveway culverts will also be inspected but will only be 

replaced if deemed necessary to improve drainage in the area.   

The crews will attempt to keep any traffic inconveniences to a minimum.  

• Drainage and Ditch Work – – City crews will inspect the roadside ditches to make sure they are 

functioning properly.  After years of silting in, most of the ditches are higher than the bottom of the 

culverts.  The bottom of all driveway culverts must be visible.  In some cases, the improved flow line of 

the ditch may be substantially lower than it is now, in order to achieve a more positive grade to drain 

storm-water runoff. Consequently, the side slopes of some ditches will be unavoidably steeper than before. 

Some areas that currently have no ditches or driveway culverts may need to have them installed.  It is 

sometimes the lack of proper ditches that causes roadways to deteriorate prematurely.  City crews will add 

topsoil, seed, and mulch after the excavation work is completed.  You can help turn it green by watering it! 

• Tree Trimming- Tree limbs that are too low over the road or shoulder area must be trimmed to approx. a 

14 foot height to allow room for equipment to pass under. Trees/bushes in ditch bottoms or side slopes that 

block drainage ways, or at intersections, may have to be removed or trimmed to complete the work needed. 

This work all takes place in City right of way which extends approximately 30 feet from the center of the 

road. 

 

CONTRACTED WORK  

• Pavement Pulverizing, Grading, and First Layer Paving – The existing deteriorated pavement will be 

pulverized, reducing it to gravel to be used as a new base for the road.  This base will be graded, and the 

first layer of asphalt will be installed.  The road will remain open to traffic throughout, with flaggers 

directing traffic. 

• Final Layer Asphalt Paving – Crews will prepare all driveway approaches for the final layer of asphalt.  

The location of the match joint in the driveways will be adjusted so as to provide a smooth transition to the 

new road which normally is slightly higher when completed.  This preparation may take 2 to 3 days.  Next, 

the asphalt will be paved (1 to 2 days).  Again, the roads will remain open with only slight delays.  A light 

coating of tack oil is sprayed onto the first layer of pavement to help bond the two layers.  This will be 

done only on the side of the street that the crew is paving at the time.  You should avoid driving through 

this tack oil if at all possible because it can track into your driveway or splash up on your car.  “FRESH 

OIL” signs will be out when this is being done to warn you and the crews will direct you as to where to 

drive.  During paving it is important not to drive on the new road in the area between the paver and the 

rollers.  This asphalt is hot and soft and can be damaged by car tires.  Crews will direct traffic where it is 

safe to drive. 

• Shouldering - After the new asphalt has had time to cure, the edges of the roads will be shouldered with a 

crushed aggregate material to bring the level up to meet the new pavement.   

Signs will be posted at the entrances to all areas 1 week prior to pulverizing/paving work beginning.  If you 

have any questions about the roadwork in your area, or when the work is scheduled, feel free to contact Tim 

Weyker (262)236-2932 tweyker@ci.mequon.wi.us at Mequon City Hall. 


