Bird Houses

Wild birds enrich our lives with their colors, songs and flight. By
attracting birds to our yards, we help offset the negative impact
humans have on birds (e.g. pesticides, high power lines, large
windows and diminished habitat). By supporting the presence of
bird populations in your yard, you can assist in increasing health of
our environment.

Feeders, baths and houses all bring birds closer to us and make
them healthier. Bird houses provide nesting sites as well as
roosting places during inclement weather. Wrens, sparrows,
chickadees, swallows, bluebirds, flickers, nuthatches, Purple
Martins, and certain owls, ducks and woodpeckers are all birds in
our area that use bird houses.

How likely a species is to use the house, however, depends on a
variety of factors such as location and type of house construction.
Some birds prefer a wooded location while others prefer the
meadow. Even height from the ground is important. The house
should be built well to withstand the elements, easy to clean,
provide for drainage, and be ventilated. The size of the entry hole
and the interior make a difference for birds, too. The house should
be made of unfinished cedar or recycled plastic lumber, and be
screwed together (not stapled, nailed or glued) to ensure durability
and ease of repair and maintenance. Perches are NOT
recommended below the entry, as a perch may encourage
competitors and/or predators! Birds that nest in this type of house
can get in easily without a perch.

For more information, contact Kristin or Jason at the Mequon
Nature Preserve (262) 242-8055.

Bird houses are an enjoyable spring project for people of all ages.
Have fun!



