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PUBLIC WELFARE COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
November 10, 2015 

 
 
PRESENT:  Aldermen Gierl, Mayr, Strzelczyk   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Abendroth (5:35 PM), City Administrator Jones, Assistant City Administrator 

Thyes, Community Development Director Tollefson, Fire Chief Bialk (5:33 PM), City 
Attorney Sajdak, Executive Assistant Prosser, Interested Party   

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mayr at 5:30 PM.   
 
Approval of October 13, 2015 meeting minutes  
Action: Motion to approve the September 8, 2015 meeting minutes with requested change.   
    (Strzelczyk/Gierl) 
Result: Motion passed by voice acclamation.   
 
Review of Private Fireworks Display and Fireworks Permit Protocols 
Assistant City Administrator Thyes stated due to recent concerns raised about private firework displays, outside 
of those associated with specific holidays, the City’s fireworks displays and fireworks permit protocols are 
before the Committee for review and discussion. Mr. Thyes stated the City Clerk’s office did receive complaints 
from two individuals, but neither resident wanted to leave their name or address nor did they want to file a 
formal complaint for further investigation by staff.  Mr. Thyes went on to provide an overview of the process by 
which the City issues permits for fireworks. Mr. Thyes pointed out approximately 6-10 permits are issued 
annually and other than the Fourth of July permits, weddings are the most common occurrences for fireworks. 
Mr. Thyes stated the City’s Zoning Code does not regulate fireworks displays or their associated noise levels, 
nor is there a specific ordinance governing noise.  A formal noise complaint would fall under the jurisdiction of 
the City’s nuisance ordinance. Staff was directed to bring the fireworks permit ordinance to the Committee for 
review at their next meeting.  
  
ORDINANCE 2015-1452 – An ordinance amending Chapter 58, Zoning Code, as it relates to definitions 
and the use of single-family dwellings in the residential zoning districts for short term and long term 
rentals  
Community Development Director Tollefson provided a review of the Committee’s last meeting related to the 
definition and the use of single-family dwellings in the residential zoning districts for short term and long term 
rentals.  Ms. Tollefson noted the Committee reached a consensus and agreed to define short-term rentals as; a) a 
maximum of 29 days of rental or less, annually, b) rental terms to be defined as consecutive days, c) a minimum 
of two-night rental will be required, d) a single night rental is prohibited, and e) a maximum number of guests 
allowed for each short term rental is six. Alderman Gierl shared his concern for ensuring short and long term 
rentals are handled appropriately.  
 
Alderman Mayr asked City Attorney Sajdak for clarification on the City of Cedarburg case related to short-term 
lease of a single family home.  City Attorney Sajdak stated the difference between the Cedarburg case and what 
the Committee is trying to accomplish with short term and long term rentals, is that the City of Cedarburg did 
not have a defined use.  Attorney Sajdak went on to explain, when the City of Cedarburg sought to enforce the  
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Code by saying it is not a permitted use.  The property owners argued, while they rented their home to someone 
else it still remained a single family home.  The court ultimately defaulted to what was in the code and the judge 
interpreted the City of Cedarburg case as a permitted use. 
 
City Attorney Sajdak pointed out the recommended definition before the Committee related to short-term rentals 
has been patterned after Vilas County, whereby their ordinance was upheld as being a valid regulation since it  
identified specific use.  Attorney Sajdak went on to say his recommendation would be to allow the use to some 
extent, while still regulating the level of use. 
 
The Committee went on to review the definition of Accessory Short-Term Rental of Dwellings and 
recommended the removal of commercial lodging from the definition.   
 
The question was raised in regards to requiring proof of insurance. Community Development Director Tollefson 
stated, proof of insurance can be required as part of the review process prior to submitting a permit.   
 
Action:Motion to accept the standards set forth in the definition of an accessory short-term rental with the 
 removal of commercial lodging from the definition. (Strzelczyk/Mayr) 
Result: Motion passed by voice acclamation (2/1). 
 
Adjourn 
Action: Motion to adjourn the meeting (Strzelczyk/Mayr) 
Result: Motion passed by voice acclamation.  Meeting adjourned at 6:35 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lina Prosser, Executive Assistant 
CITY OF MEQUON PUBLIC WELFARE COMMITTEE 
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