
CITY OF MEQUON 
COMMON COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

     August 11, 2015 
 

Mayor Abendroth called the meeting of the Common Council to order at 7:32 PM with the Pledge 

of Allegiance and the roll call.  

 

PRESENT: Mayor Abendroth, Aldermen Strzelczyk, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, Nerbun, 

Adams; City Clerk/Administrator Jones;  Assistant City Administrator                 

Thyes; City Attorney Sajdak; Deputy City Clerk Fochs; Community Development 

Director Tollefson; City Engineer/Public Works Director Lundeen (until 8:00 

pm); press and interested public   

 

ABSENT:    Aldermen Pukaite and Hawkins 

 

 Seeing no objection, Mayor Abendroth suspended the rules and took up the Mayor’s Official 

Report.  He issued a proclamation about amateur golfer and resident, Jordan Niebrugge, a 

Homestead High School graduate, honoring him for his recent accomplishments at the 144
th

 

Open Championship (British Open).  He tied for sixth place in a field of 156 golfers and had 

the lowest score of an amateur in the 144-year history of the Open Championship.  A key to 

the city was presented to Mr. Niebrugge. 

 

1) Public Hearings:   
a) Moved by Alderman Strzelczyk, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to open a public hearing 

to discuss ORDINANCE 2015-1452– Text amendment to the City of Mequon, Chapter 

58, zoning code, relating to definitions and the use of single-family dwellings in the 

residential zoning districts.  The motion passed by voice acclamation 6/0. 

 

Alice Matthews, James Jodie and Adam Gerol spoke against ORDINANCE 2015-1452 

citing concerns about 1) the City’s solution to a problem that does not exist; 2) term; 3) 

notifying neighbors of intent to host guests; 4) restricting individual liberty, free 

enterprise and private property rights; 5) omission of “home occupation and home 

professional uses” in residential area that are clearly incidental to the principal residential 

use as a permitted accessory use in the amendment; 6) arbitrary nature of the numbers 

used for length of stay and guest count; 7) regulation of the gap between long-term and 

short-term rentals; 8) the impact it would have in creating any sober living facilities in 

Mequon.  The U.S. Conference of Mayors in 2012 voted in favor of allowing short-term 

rentals in cities in order to promote economic development.  On-line rental websites 

allow users to screen guests by multiple sources and see reviews.  

 

Moved by Alderman Strzelczyk, seconded by Alderman Adams to close the public 

hearing.  The motion passed by voice acclamation 6/0. 

 

2) Personal appearances and public comment:  None   

 

3) Public official’s reports: 

a) Mayor:  See above. 
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b) City Administrator:  None. 

 

4) Consent Agenda: 

a) Common Council meeting minutes of July 14, 2015 

b) Architectural Board meeting minutes of July 13, 2015 

c) Board of Appeals meeting minutes of March 3, 2015 

d) Finance-Personnel Committee meeting minutes of June 9 and June 23, 2015 

e) Fire Department Report for June 2015 

f) Mequon Festivals Committee meeting minutes of June 8, 2015 

g) Planning Commission meeting minutes of June 8, 2015 

h) Public Safety Committee meeting minutes of June 23, 2015 

i) Public Welfare Committee meeting minutes of June 23 and July 14, 2015 

j) Zoning Enforcement and Site Compliance Reports through August 1, 2015 

k) RESOLUTION 3323-Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources NR-208-Compliance 

Maintenance Annual Report 2014. Recommendation forthcoming by Public Works 

Committee August 5, 2015. 
l) RESOLUTION 3324-Approving the certified survey map that results in a road right-of-

way dedication of 40 feet for Davis Road and 50 feet for Pioneer Road.  Recommended 

by Planning Commission July 20, 2015. 
m) RESOLUTION 3325-Approving a 3-lot certified survey map at the southwest corner of 

Horns Corners Road and Pioneer Road in the Town of Cedarburg under the state platting 

requirements in the City of Mequon’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.  Recommended by 

Planning Commission July 20, 2015. 

 

Moved by Alderman Mayr, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to approve the consent 

agenda.  

 

The motion passed by voice acclamation 6/0. 

 

5) Convene as Committee of the Whole:  There being no objection, the Mayor declared the 

Council convened as the Committee of the Whole (8:00 PM). 

 

a) RESOLUTION 3303-Adopting a City of Mequon Coyote Nuisance Management and 

Response Plan Policy.   

 

Alderman Mayr stated that Public Welfare recommended this resolution with some 

changes. Assistant City Administrator Thyes summarized the process to this point, the 

action plan and noted it is not the intent of the City to carry out a coyote culling program 

but to address nuisance issues.  The changes proposed in Appendix A, Level 4 are to add 

the sentence “A nuisance permit for resident’s use can be available upon request and 

verification”, a Scribner’s correction of “tool” not “toll” and to amend the sixth paragraph 

of the resolution to say “WHEREAS, the City of Mequon will seek to obtain a Wisconsin 

DNR nuisance removal permit which could be assigned to residents/contractors”.   Next 

steps would be to set forth in-house implementation efforts, i.e., newsletter, staff training, 

creating a coyote-specific informational web page, creating a data collection tool in-

house, implementing the DNR nuisance permit assignment process, and interviewing and 

securing a contractor for removal purposes. 
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b) The Mayor declared the Committee of the Whole reconvened as Common Council (8:27 

PM).   

 

6) Ordinances:  
Director Tollefson stated the goal of this ordinance is to continue to preserve the stability 

of single family neighborhoods. The City has historically controlled the use of single 

family dwellings, i.e. guest homes, mother-in-law suites, through a Conditional Use grant 

process.  Home occupation is a permitted accessory use to the principal use intended for 

that dwelling, that being a single family home meant for one common household, and has 

criteria established in the zoning code.  This text amendment would permit short-term 

rental of single family homes but would regulate the amount of commercial activity 

(lodging) in neighborhoods.  The amount of guests proposed (4) is an attempt to keep 

consistency in the code.  A hotel is defined as five or more overnight guests.  The length 

of stay proposed (9 days) allows for a reasonable annual rental without being impactful to 

the neighborhood. 

 

a) Moved by Alderman Nerbun, seconded by Alderman Adams to remove ORDINANCE 

2015-1452 - Text amendment to the City of Mequon, Chapter 58, zoning code, relating to 

definitions and the use of single-family dwellings in the residential zoning districts from 

the table.   

 

The motion passed by voice acclamation 6/0.   

 

Discussion ensued about the permit fee, restriction of up to 4 overnight guests, neighbor 

notification process, enforceability of this ordinance, cost-effectiveness of enforcement, 

proposed annual length of stay, property owner’s rights, owner occupation, and economic 

advantages.  Any permit would be tied to homeowner/applicant, but changes to the 

Conditional Use grant could be requested.   

 

Mayor Abendroth passed the gavel to Council President Nerbun or order to speak on this 

ordinance.  Absent this proposed ordinance, there is nothing in our codes to allow short-

term rental of dwellings.  It is not allowed.  If the City wants to allow it then we should 

adopt the appropriate policy.  The gavel was passed back to the Mayor. 

 

Director Tollefson requested guidance from Council on number of guests vs. rooms and 

number of days per year.  

 

Moved by Alderman Nerbun, seconded by Alderman Gierl to table ORDINANCE 2015-

1452 and refer it to the Public Welfare Committee. 

 

Motion passed by voice acclamation 5/1, with Alderman Adams opposing. 

 

b) Moved by Alderman Nerbun, seconded by Alderman Mayr to approve ORDINANCE 

2015-1454 – An Ordinance amending Sections 30.91 and 30.96 of the Mequon Municipal 

Code to provide for Fireworks Permits for Business Organizations and Individuals.    

 

Attorney Sajdak explained that there is no law to limit the time frame to shoot off 

fireworks. Generally the disturbing the peace laws would apply. State statute does not 

prohibit possession of any fireworks but you cannot display them without a permit.   
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The motion passed upon roll call vote 6/0: 

Favor:  Strzelczyk, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, Nerbun, Adams 

Opposed:  None 

 

Moved by Alderman Mayr, seconded by Alderman Leszczynski to suspend the rules and 

take action on Item 7a RESOLUTION 3303 – Adopting a City of Mequon Coyote 

Nuisance Management and Response Plan Policy.   

 

The motion passed by voice acclamation 6/0. 

 

Moved by Alderman Strzelczyk, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to remove 

RESOLUTION 3303 from the table.   

 

The motion passed by voice acclamation 6/0.  

 

Moved by Alderman Mayr, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to approve RESOLUTION 

3303 as amended. 

 

The motion passed upon roll call vote 6/0: 

Favor:  Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, Nerbun, Adams, Strzelczyk 

Opposed:  None 

 

c) Moved by Alderman Strzelczyk, seconded by Alderman Leszczynski to approve 

ORDINANCE 2015-1455 – An Ordinance Amending Section 46-1 of the Mequon 

Municipal Code to Prohibit the Sale and Possession of Vapor Products for Minors.    

   

Attorney Sajdak clarified that the sale and possession of nicotine-based products for 

minors is illegal in Wisconsin; this ordinance goes above and beyond that to include all 

potential vapor-related products.   

 

  The motion passed upon roll call vote 6/0: 

Favor:  Leszczynski, Gierl, Nerbun, Adams, Strzelczyk, Mayr 

Opposed:  None 

 

d) ORDINANCE 2015-1456 – A request by  Richmond Investment Group to amend the 

City of Mequon Zoning Map from B-2 (Community Commercial) and R-3 (Residential 1 

acre) to B-3 (Office and Service) and a Land Use Plan map amendment from Residential 

1.5 – 5 acres to Office for the property located at west of 7606 W. Mequon Road.  

Recommended by Planning Commission July 20, 2105; First Reading. 

 

e) ORDINANCE 2015-1457 - An Ordinance Creating Section14-25(1a) of the Mequon 

Municipal Code to Provide for “Class A Cider Only” Liquor Licenses.  

Recommendation forthcoming by Finance-Personnel Committee August 11, 2015; 

First Reading. 
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7) Resolutions: 
b) Moved by Alderman Adams, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to approve RESOLUTION 

3319– Clear Personal Property tax Roll of Delinquent Accounts Deemed Uncollectable 

for tax Roll year 2012 and 2013.   

 

Motion passed upon roll call vote 6/0: 

Favor: Gierl, Nerbun, Adams, Strzelczyk, Mayr, Leszczynski,   

Opposed:  None 

 

c) Moved by Alderman Nerbun, seconded by Alderman Gierl to approve RESOLUTION 

3320 – Approving a Transfer of Funds from the Contingency Account to Various 

Department Accounts in the General Fund.   

 

Motion passed upon roll call vote 6/0:   

Favor: Nerbun, Adams, Strzelczyk, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl  

Opposed: None 

 

d) Moved by Alderman Mayr, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to approve RESOLUTION 

3326 – A Resolution Approving the Class B Beer and Class C Wine Licenses for 

Vietnamese Noodles. 

 

Motion passed by voice acclamation 6/0: 
 

e) Moved by Alderman Leszczynski, seconded by Alderman Gierl to approve 

RESOLUTION 3327 –Purchase Agreement for Replacement of Police Rifles. 

 

The motion passed upon roll call vote 6/0. 

Favor: Adams, Strzelczyk, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, Nerbun 

Opposed: None 

 

8) Specified Unfinished Business:  None 

 

9) Presentation of Petitions, Memorials, and/or Remonstrance’s and Communications:  

None 
 

10) Specified Miscellaneous New Business: None 
 

11) Adjourn:  Moved by Alderman Nerbun, seconded by Alderman Adams to adjourn at 9:32 

PM.  The motion passed by voice acclamation 6/0. 

 

 

________________________________________ 

 William H. Jones, Jr., City Clerk  

 


