
CITY OF MEQUON 
COMMON COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

     July 14, 2015 
 

Mayor Abendroth called the meeting of the Common Council to order at 7:34 PM with the Pledge 

of Allegiance and the roll call.  

 

PRESENT: Mayor Abendroth, Aldermen Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, 

Hawkins, Nerbun; City Clerk/Administrator Jones;  Assistant City Administrator                 

Thyes; City Attorney Sajdak; Deputy City Clerk Fochs; Community Development 

Director Tollefson; City Engineer/Public Works Director Lundeen; Deputy 

Director of Public Works/Asst. City Engineer Jahncke; Finance Director Watson; 

Assistant Finance Director Rudychev; Police Chief Graff; Fire Chief Bialk;  

Director of Parks & Operations Curran; press and interested public   

 

ABSENT:    Alderman Adams 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Joe Eldredge, Collier’s International of Wisconsin 

 

1) Public Hearings:   
a) Moved by Alderman Strzelczyk, seconded by Alderman Pukaite to open a public hearing 

to discuss ORDINANCE 2015-1452– Text amendment to the City of Mequon, Chapter 

58, zoning code, relating to definitions and the use of single-family dwellings in the 

residential zoning districts.  The motion passed by voice acclamation 7/0. 

 

There being no one wishing to speak, moved by Alderman Nerbun, seconded by 

Alderman Strzelczyk to close the public hearing.  The motion passed by voice 

acclamation 7/0. 

 

b) Moved by Alderman Strzelczyk, seconded by Alderman Hawkins to open a public 

hearing to discuss ORDINANCE 2015-1453 - An Ordinance Amending Chapter 58 of 

the Mequon Municipal Code as it relates to Stormwater Management Practices.  The 

motion passed by voice acclamation 7/0. 

 

There being no one wishing to speak, moved by Alderman Pukaite, seconded by 

Alderman Nerbun to close the public hearing.  The motion passed by voice acclamation 

7/0. 

 

2) Personal appearances and public comment:  None   

 

3) Public official’s reports: 

a) Mayor:  None 

 

b) City Administrator:  The land–sale brokerage agreement with Collier’s International of 

Wisconsin for the marketing of the city-owned 13-acre site around Mequon Rd/Buntrock 

Ave. was announced.  Joe Eldredge, of Collier’s International, spoke and provided 
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additional information about the timeline for this key development opportunity.  Sixty-

day progress reports are forthcoming. 

 

4) Consent Agenda: 

a) Common Council meeting minutes of June 9, 2015 

b) Architectural Board meeting minutes of May 11, 2015 

c) Economic Development Board meeting minutes of April 28 and June 9, 2015 

d) Finance-Personnel Committee meeting minutes of April 14 and May 12, 2015 

e) Mequon Festivals Committee meeting minutes of April 13 and May 4, 2015 

f) Mequon/Thiensville Bike/Pedestrian Commission meeting minutes of April 10, 2015 

g) Municipal Water Utility Commission meeting minutes of March 24, 2015 

h) Park Board meeting minutes of May 20, 2015 

i) Planning Commission meeting minutes of May 11, 2015 

j) Public Safety Committee meeting minutes of April 28, 2015 

k) Public Welfare Committee meeting minutes of April 14 and May 12, 2015 

l) Public Works Committee meeting minutes of May 12, 2015 

m) Zoning Enforcement and Site Compliance Reports through July 1, 2015 

n) RESOLUTION 3311-A Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of a Sculpture to be 

Located at Settler’s Park.  Recommended by Park Board April 22, 2015; 

Recommendations forthcoming by Public Welfare Committee and Finance-

Personnel Committee July 14, 2015. 
o) Acceptance of FY2014 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and Report on Internal 

Control.  Recommended by Finance-Personnel Committee June 9, 2015. 

 

Moved by Alderman Pukaite, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to approve the consent 

agenda.  

 

The motion passed by voice acclamation 7/0. 

 

5) Convene as Committee of the Whole:  There being no objection, the Mayor declared the 

Council convened as the Committee of the Whole (7:40 PM). 

 

a) Item for Discussion:  Lake Michigan Setback Regulations  

 

Director Tollefson summarized that as a response to numerous requests for improvements 

staff has run into problems with interpretation of the Code.  Goals are: 1) to review the 

public objectives and what the policy’s intent is related to setbacks for Lake Michigan 

bluff, 2) review the current interpretation of the language where we could be subjected to 

legal liability, and 3) talk briefly about what, if any, additional opportunities the Council 

would like to direct staff to look at so that future text amendment options could be 

presented to Council.  Current code has some deficiencies, such as it only speaks to 

permanent structures or buildings, each has a distinct definition in the zoning code, there 

are inconsistent setback rules, code language does not define “top of bluff” or “toe of 

bluff”, code does not contain an exemption for storm water facilities within the setback, 

and code is silent on the development of the bluff area between the ordinary high water 

mark and the top of the bluff and land disturbing activities.   Additional regulatory 

opportunities could be to access or view corridors, manage tree/vegetation, or 

enforcement of prohibited materials.   Discussion ensued on DNR authority, preventing 

bluff erosion through setbacks, proper setback distances, minimizing the City’s liability 
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when requiring engineering approvals, pathways or switchbacks to aid in access to the 

lake, a need for clear and concise language to aid in interpretation. 

 

b) Item for Discussion: Adopting a City of Mequon Coyote Nuisance Management and 

Response Plan Policy.  Recommendation forthcoming by Public Welfare Committee 

July 14, 2015. 

 

Alderman Mayr confirmed this was tabled by the Public Welfare Committee earlier that 

evening for clarification/additions and will be presented again to Council at the next 

meeting.  Discussion ensued on the Humane Society’s recommended approach vs. our 

policy and a culling program. 

 

c) The Mayor declared the Committee of the Whole reconvened as Common Council (8:25 

PM).   

 

6) Ordinances: 

a) Moved by Alderman Pukaite, seconded by Alderman Hawkins to approve 

ORDINANCE 2015-1450 – An Ordinance Amending Chapter 6 of the Mequon Code as 

it relates to Regulation of Dogs and Vicious Animals within the City of Mequon.  

Recommended by Public Safety Committee April 28, 2015; First Reading at 

Common Council June 9, 2015. 
 

Discussion ensued on the definition, criteria, and review process of enforcing this policy. 

 

The motion passed upon roll call vote 7/0: 

Favor: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun 

Opposed: None 

 

b) Moved by Alderman Strzelczyk, seconded by Alderman Pukaite to table ORDINANCE 

2015-1452 - Text amendment to the City of Mequon, Chapter 58, zoning code, relating to 

definitions and the use of single-family dwellings in the residential zoning districts.  

Tabled by Planning Commission June 8, 2015; First Reading at Common Council 

June 9, 2015.  

 

The motion passed upon roll call vote 7/0: 

Favor:  Pukaite, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Strzelczyk 

Opposed:  None 

 

c) Moved by Alderman Pukaite, seconded by Alderman Strzelczyk to approve 

ORDINANCE 2015-1453 - An Ordinance Amending Chapter 58 of the Mequon 

Municipal Code as it relates to Stormwater Management Practices.  Recommended by 

Planning Commission June 8, 2015; First Reading at Common Council June 9, 

2015.  
 

The motion passed upon roll call vote 7/0: 

Favor:  Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Strzelczyk, Pukaite 

Opposed:  None 
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d) ORDINANCE 2015-1454 – An Ordinance amending Sections 30.91 and 30.96 of the 

Mequon Municipal Code to provide for Fireworks Permits for Business Organizations 

and Individuals.  Recommended by Public Safety Committee June 23, 2015; First 

Reading. 

 

e) ORDINANCE 2015-1455 – An Ordinance Amending Section 46-1 of the Mequon 

Municipal Code to Prohibit the Sale and Possession of Vapor Products for Minors.  

Recommended by Public Safety Committee June 23, 2015; First Reading. 

 

7) Resolutions: 
a) Moved by Alderman Mayr, seconded by Alderman Gierl to table RESOLUTION 3303 – 

Adopting a City of Mequon Coyote Nuisance Management and Response Plan Policy.     

 

The motion passed by voice acclamation 7/0. 

 

b) Moved by Alderman Hawkins, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to approve 

RESOLUTION 3317 – Approving Purchase of Fire Department Apparatus. 

 

Motion passed upon roll call vote 7/0: 

Favor: Leszczynski, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr  

Opposed:  None 

 

c) Moved by Alderman Mayr, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to approve RESOLUTION 

3318 – Awarding a Contract for statutory Assessment Services. 

 

Council summarized the rationale behind the recommendation. 

 

Motion passed upon roll call vote 7/0:   

Favor: Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Leszczynski 

Opposed: None 

 

d) Moved by Alderman Nerbun, seconded by Alderman Hawkins to approve 

RESOLUTION 3321 – Donges Bay Gorge Bridge Construction Contract Award. 

 

Motion passed upon roll call vote 7/0: 

Favor: Hawkins, Nerbun, Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl 

Opposed:  None 
 

e) Moved by Alderman Gierl, seconded by Alderman Hawkins to approve RESOLUTION 

3322 –Pines Haddonstone Storm Sewer project – Bid Rejection. 

 

The motion passed by voice acclamation 7/0. 

 

8) Specified Unfinished Business:  None 

 

9) Presentation of Petitions, Memorials, and/or Remonstrance’s and Communications:  

None 
 

10) Specified Miscellaneous New Business: None 
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11) Convene to Closed Session:   

a) Moved by Alderman Pukaite, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to adjourn into closed 

session at 8:41 PM pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(e), Wisconsin State Statutes, deliberating 

or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or 

conducting other specified public business, whenever Competitive or bargaining reasons 

require a closed session (Land Acquisition); and 

 

b) Pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(g), Wisconsin State Statutes, conferring with legal counsel 

for the government body who is rendering oral and written advice concerning strategy to 

be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become 

involved (Litigation). 

 

 Motion passed upon roll call vote 7/0:  

  Favor: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun 

  Opposed: None 

 

12) Adjourn:  There was a motion and a second to adjourn at 9:15 PM.   

 

________________________________________ 

 William H. Jones, Jr., City Clerk  

 


