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Mequon, WI  53092 
 262-236-2914 
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 Taped and Televised 

 

COMMON COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

7:30 PM 

Christine Nuernberg Hall 

 

Minutes 

 

 

1) Mayor Dan Abendroth called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance 

and the roll call. 

Present: 

Mayor Dan Abendroth 

Alderman Robert Strzelczyk 

Alderman Connie Pukaite 

Alderman Dale Mayr 

Alderman John Wirth 

Alderman Mark Gierl 

Alderman John Hawkins 

Alderman Andrew Nerbun 

Alderman Pam Adams 

 

Also Present: City Clerk/Administrator Jones; Deputy City Clerk Fochs; City Attorney 

Sajdak; Community Development Director Tollefson; City Engineer/Public Works Director 

Lundeen; Police Chief Graff; Attorney John E. Machulak, Machulak, Robertson & Sodos, 

S.C.; Jonathan Ingalls, Territory Sales Manager for Action Target; press and interested 

public. 

2) Public Hearing: 

a) 2016-1474 - An Ordinance Amending the City of Mequon Zoning Map from B-1 

(Neighborhood Commercial) with a Planned Unit Development (PUD) to R-4 (Single-Family 

Residential: 1 - 1.5 Acres) to Allow for a Single-Family Home Located at 4200 County Line 

Road  Recommended by Planning Commission June 13, 2016; First Reading at 

Common Council June 14, 2016. 

Motion to open public hearing for ORDINANCE 2016-1474 

RESULT:   Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Wirth 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Strzelczyk 
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AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

Motion to close public hearing for ORDINANCE 2016-1474. 

RESULT:   Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Wirth 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Strzelczyk 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

3) Personal Appearances and Public Comment: 

None. 

4) Public Officials' Reports: 

a) Mayor 

The Mayor announced that the UW Sea Grant Institute is hosting a public meeting regarding 

lake bluff erosion, changing Lake Michigan water levels and coastal bluff management on 

July, 27, 2016, from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at Reuter Pavilion at Rotary Park.  All are welcome. 

b) City Administrator 

There will be an appliance, electronics and textiles recycling event on Saturday, July 16, 

2016, from 9:00 - 1:00 PM behind the Public Safety Building. 

5) Consent Agenda: 

Alderman Adams requested the removal of Item a - Common Council meeting minutes of June 

14, 2016 and Item m - RESOLUTION 3393 - A Resolution to petition the Office of the 

Commissioner of Railroads for Railroad Crossing Improvements on the Wisconsin Central Rail 

Line.  Alderman Strzelczyk requested the removal of Item f - Planning Commission minutes of 

May 9, 2016. 

  

RESULT:  Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Pukaite 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Wirth 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

a) Common Council meeting minutes of June 14, 2016 

b) Architectural Board meeting minutes of May 9, 2016 

c) Ethics Board meeting minutes of September 24, 2015 

d) Finance-Personnel Committee meeting minutes of May 10, 2016 

e) Mequon/Thiensville Bike Pedestrian Commission meeting minutes of April 1, 2016 

f) Planning Commission minutes of May 9, 2016 

g) Public Safety Committee meeting minutes of May 24 and June 14, 2016 

h) Public Welfare Committee meeting minutes of May 10, 2016 



COMMON COUNCIL MINUTES – July 12, 2016 Page 3 of 8 

i) Public Works Committee meeting minutes of May 10, 2016 

j) River Advisory Committee meeting minutes of April 14, 2016 

k) Zoning Enforcement and Site Compliance Report through July 1, 2016 

l) Acceptance of the FY2015 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 

m) RESOLUTION 3393 - A Resolution to Petition the Office of the Commissioner of 

Railroads for Railroad Crossing Improvements on the Wisconsin Central Rail Line. 

 

Moved by Alderman Wirth, seconded by Alderman Adams to table Common Council meeting 

minutes of June 14, 2016. 

 

Alderman Adams requested review of the audio tape from the June 14, 2016 Common Council 

meeting to confirm how the motion to amend ORDINANCE 2016-1468 was worded.   

 

RESULT:   Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Wirth 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Adams 

 

Moved by Alderman Wirth, seconded by Alderman Mayr to table Planning Commission meeting 

minutes of May 9, 2016. 

 

Alderman Strzelczyk requested the minutes clarify that the Aldermanic Representative is a 

shared position and that the alderman not at the meeting should not be labeled "absent".  

Likewise, Alternate Member Stoker was not in attendance and should not be labeled "absent".   

 

RESULT:   Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Wirth 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Mayr 

Motion to approve RESOLUTION 3393 - A Resolution to Petition the Office of the 

Commissioner of Railroads for Railroad Crossing Improvements on the Wisconsin Central Rail 

Line. 

 

RESULT:   Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Adams 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Pukaite 

Alderman Adams requested that an ambassador of the City deliver this petition to the Office of 

the Commissioner of Railroads for emphasis. Administrator Jones stated that staff will take a 

look at confirming receipt of our petition and resolution and will report back to Public Works 

Committee and Council.   

6) Specified Miscellaneous New Business in Which the Council May Take Action: 

a) Confirmation Under 58-88(d) of a Conditional Use Grant to Allow An Indoor Shooting 

Range for the Property Located at 9653 N. Granville Road. 

A Conditional Use Grant was previously approved by Planning Commission; however, two 

Aldermen have requested that this matter come before the Common Council for review and 

Confirmation.  Director Tollefson summarized the process for allowing indoor shooting 
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ranges dating back to fall 2015.  At that time the applicants' proposal was not for a specific 

location and did not address the type of operation or business plan they were preparing to put 

forward.  After review, staff determined that the B-5 and B-6 (both Industrial) zoning 

districts would be an appropriate location for this use.  B-4 (Business Park) was not 

supported by Council as a potential location.  In June 2016 the Planning Commission 

supported unanimously the Conditional Use Grant for the applicants' exact business 

operation at 9653 N. Granville Road.  Public notification followed the standard procedures, 

that being notifying residents within 1/4 mile from the location. The process requires staff  to 

evaluate the proposal against the standards and criteria of the text amendment, but also to go 

one step further to evaluate endangerment to the public's health, safety and welfare, injurious 

value to adjoining properties, harmony within area of proposed location, and conformity with 

comprehensive plan.   

 

As a Conditional Use Grant the Council is to evaluate what, if any, potential negative 

impacts there are for the operations of this use at this location.  If Council determines there 

are potential negative impacts, then Council must decide what, if any, reasonable conditions 

can be placed on the operations to help mitigate those negative impacts and subsequently 

recommend approval with conditions.  If it is determined that no reasonable conditions can 

help mitigate the negative impacts then denial can be recommended. 

 

Attorney Machulak summarized the process to-date for his clients.  The proposed shooting 

range far exceeds standards outlined in the Conditional Use Grant.  He questioned the 

function of the Common Council tonight, given that the Planning Commission approved it 

unanimously.   

 

Mayor Abendroth confirmed that Common Council is adhering to the zoning code which 

states that Conditional Use Grant approvals shall require Common Council confirmation 

upon written request of two aldermen.  

 

The following citizens oppose the Confirmation of the Conditional Use Grant but do not wish 

to speak:  Greg Sniadach, Samira Blackwell, Andrew Binversie, Debbie Bishop, Alan 

Bishop, Cheryl Figg, Debra Hansher, Ewald Toldt, Ewald Land Design, Vicki & Kyle 

Oberdorf, Shirley Huxhold, Michael Piku, and Ruchira Varshnay. 

 

The following citizens spoke in opposition of confirming the Conditional Use Grant:  Mary 

Maier, David Levey, Mary Moore, Steve Carpenter, Steve Licata, Rick Elkert, Stephen 

Franzoi, Dawn M. Rablin-Binversie, Bryan Rech, Rich Reider, Karen Toldt, Carol Piku, 

Jeffrey Hansher, Jamie Reider, Linda Schmale, and Sherrea Jones.    

 

They expressed concerns over the public's notification, proximity to highly populated 

subdivision and Lemke Park, location in increasingly higher crime area, effects on traffic and 

police presence in the area, assurance that patrons will be only responsible gun users, remote 

location, restrictions of gun and ammunition sales, security during and after business hours, 

attraction for an undesirable population, construction of the range relative to sound, safety 

and lead issues, vagueness of conditional use permit, omission of NRA guidelines in 

conditional use permit, lead cleanup in the future, potential to detract from the quality of life 

in Mequon, potential for decreased property values, supervision of children on-site, screening 
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process for users, assurances that people under the influence will not be permitted, video 

monitoring, lack of transparency by the City during the process, extent of staff training, and 

concern of mass shooting.  

 

The following citizens spoke in favor of confirming the Conditional Use Grant:  David 

Delahunt, John Richmond, Sue Armacost, John Leszczynski, Brian Cooper, Amy Resnick, 

Emil Meucci, A. Bruce Duncan, Henry Hile, Bob Walerstein, and Tim Cullen.  

 

They stated that all of the conditions requested by the City of the applicants regarding the 

proposal have been agreed to and all will be monitored by the City before the opening and 

throughout its operation, all the by-products of shooting would be controlled (i.e. shell 

casings, noise, lead or steel shots), it would provide the ability to learn and practice gun 

safety, and a niche would be filled. 

 

The following citizens favor the confirmation of the Conditional use Grant but did not wish 

to speak:  Diane Heisler; Peter Heisler, Jean Schranka, David Mueller, Mitchell Perry, Jaspal 

Dhaliwal, Cindy Larson, Ranjit Dhaliwal, Chuck Schmidt, and Bette Duncan. 

 

Alderman Wirth stated that a gun range is inconsistent with the kind of rural community 

Mequon has been and wants to be.  He questioned the notice requirement; however, he 

confirmed that staff complied with all statutory notice requirements. Should notices have 

additionally gone to residents outside the 1/4 mile radius?  He requested the Council's 

confirmation so that the people could have an opportunity to be heard.  This meeting is not to 

decide if an indoor shooting range should be allowed in Mequon; this meeting is to decide if 

this specific proposed indoor gun range is appropriate for this specific location. He proposed 

the following amendments to the Conditional Use Grant:  1) Gun fire shall not be audible at 

the borders of the property, 2) Require applicant to install a hedgerow along property line 

with closest neighbor, 3) Add that operation standards will comply with the method of 

operations that were proposed and any changes need approval, and 4) Clarify Item 1 in the 

Conditional Use Grant as ensure that the 3rd party consultant will inspect and ensure 

compliance with all the operations requirements as set forth. 

 

Further Council discussion ensued about NRA requirements vs. Federal requirements, noise 

abatement, landscaping, results of outreach to other communities who have shooting ranges, 

emphasis on resident's safety, adherence to all requirements proposed by City, safety of 

ranges, 3rd party consultant duties, background check procedures, due process as it relates to 

Conditional Use Grants, 24/7 video surveillance system.   At this point, nothing is being 

rezoned and the text amendment prohibits gun sales and outdoor activities.  Any changes to 

the text amendment would need Council approval. Mr. Ingall of Action Target, gave an 

overview of the range, including air cycling, containment of rounds, bullet traps, and lane 

dividers.  

 

Moved by Alderman Mayr, seconded by Alderman Gierl to confirm the Conditional Use 

Grant, including the four additional conditions proposed by Alderman Wirth. 

Alderman Wirth added three more amendments to the Conditional Use Grant: 1) include 

installation of inside and outside security cameras, 2) include background check requirement, 

and 3) specify/use the regulatory agency that has the greater requirements.  
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Alderman Mayr said he would accept that as a friendly amendment.  

 

RESULT:   Approved as Amended [6 TO 2] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Mayr 

SECONDED BY:  Alderman Gierl 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Mayr, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

NAYS: Pukaite, Wirth 

7) Ordinances: 

a) ORDINANCE 2016-1471 - An Ordinance Amending Section 2-204 of the Mequon 

Municipal Code as it Relates to Identifying and Defining Department Heads. 

RESULT:   Approved by Roll Call Vote [7 to 1] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Pukaite 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Mayr 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun 

NAYS: Adams 

b) ORDINANCE 2016-1472 - An Ordinance Creating Section 2-216(15) of the Mequon Code 

of Ordinances Establishing a Paid Time Off Donation Policy. 

Finance-Personnel Committee has requested to review this ordinance again at the end of 

2018 to make sure there is not a negative economic impact. 

RESULT:   Approved by Roll Call Vote [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Strzelczyk 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Pukaite 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

c) ORDINANCE 2016-1473 - An Ordinance Repealing Section 14-32 of the Mequon 

Municipal Code as it Relates to Economic Development Grants for Reserve “Class B” 

Liquor Licenses. 

RESULT:   Approved by Roll Call Vote [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Strzelczyk 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Nerbun 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

d) ORDINANCE 2016-1474 - An Ordinance Amending the City of Mequon Zoning Map from 

B-1 (Neighborhood Commercial) with a Planned Unit Development (PUD) to R-4 (Single-

Family Residential: 1 - 1.5 Acres) to Allow for a Single-Family Home Located at 4200 

County Line Road. 
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RESULT:   Approved by Roll Call Vote [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Wirth 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Pukaite 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

e) ORDINANCE 2016-1475 - An Ordinance Amending the City of Mequon Land Use Plan 

Map from Neighborhood Commercial to Residential 1 - 1.5 Acres To Allow for a Single-

Family Home Located at 4200 County Line Road. 

RESULT:    First Reading 

8) Resolutions: 

a) RESOLUTION 3378 - A Resolution Designating Caroline Fochs to the Position of City 

Clerk. 

RESULT:   Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Nerbun 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Hawkins 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

b) RESOLUTION 3391 - A Resolution Approving the Award of a Contract for the 

Mequon/Thiensville Sanitary Interceptor Sewer Rehabilitation Project to Michels Pipe 

Services, a Division of Michels Corporation of Brownsville, Wisconsin in the Amount of 

$698,286. 

RESULT:   Approved by Roll Call Vote [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Pukaite 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Hawkins 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

c) RESOLUTION 3392 - A Resolution Approving Award of the Following in Connection with 

the Demolition of Logemann Center:  A) A Contract for Tower Demolition and Antenna 

Relocation to General Communications in the Amount of $10,800; B) A Contract for 

Asbestos Abatement to Braxton Environmental Services in the Amount of $11,470; C) A 

Contract for Building Demolition to Shoreline Contracting Services in the Amount of 

$79,638. 

The Public Works Committee did not recommend this resolution.   

 

The following citizen opposed this resolution:  John Leszczynski.  He proposed getting a 

property appraisal and/or request Requests for Proposals (RFPs) in order to ascertain whether 

options are available.  He has a development proposal to present to staff and the cost to 

demolish the Logemann Center and create 17 parking spots is excessive.  The parking issues 

are not the City's problem; the developers should step up to resolve the problem.  
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Council discussion ensued on the RFP idea and timeline of that process, value of Logemann, 

previous directive of Committee of the Whole, utility costs, timing of possible demolition, 

current and potential zoning of Logemann, site constraints related to access, value of 

property, and potential for future bids to demolish could be higher.  

 

Motion to deny RESOLUTION 3392. 

RESULT:   Approved by Roll Call Vote [7 to 1] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Strzelczyk 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Hawkins 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Mayr, Wirth, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

NAYS: Pukaite 

9) Specified Unfinished Business: 

None. 

10) Presentation of Petitions, Memorials, and/or Remonstrances and Communications: 

None. 

11) Closed Session: 

a) Motion to convene into closed session at 10:45 PM pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(g), 

Wisconsin State Statutes, conferring with legal counsel for the government body who is 

rendering oral and written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect 

to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved (Claim of the Lakes of Ville du 

Parc Condominium Association). 

RESULT:   Approved by Roll Call Vote [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Strzelczyk 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Gierl 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

RECUSED: Wirth 

12) Adjourn at 11:05 PM. 

  RESULT:   Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY:  Alderman Strzelczyk 

SECONDED BY: Alderman Nerbun 

AYES: Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Gierl, Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams 

 

 

 

Minutes approved 08-10-16 


