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PUBLIC WELFARE COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
June 23, 2015 

 
PRESENT:  Aldermen Gierl, Mayr, Strzelczyk 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Abendroth, City Administrator Jones (6:26 PM), Assistant City Administrator 

Thyes, Operations Manager/Parks Director Curran, City Attorney Sajdak (6:15 PM), Tom 
Isaac-Wildlife Biologist, State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Kevin 
Miller-M3 Insurance, Executive Assistant Prosser, Interested Parties   

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mayr at 6:00 PM   
 
Approve April 14, and May 12, 2015 meeting minutes 
Motion: Motion to approve April 14 and May 12, 2015 meeting minutes. (Strzelczyk/Gierl) 
Result: Motion passed by voice acclamation.     
 
City of Mequon Coyote Management & Response Plan Policy  
Assistant City Administrator Thyes stated, based on the feedback and ongoing discussions of the Committee, an 
overall draft coyote management and response plan policy for the city is before the Committee for review.  Mr. 
Thyes pointed out several individuals are in attendance to answer questions of the Committee; Kevin Miller 
from M3 Insurance and Tom Isaac from the Department of Natural Resources.  Mr. Thyes went on to review the 
response plan policy with the Committee pointing out, the document aims to serve as a foundation as to how the 
city will provide information to its residents and guidance for appropriate responses in accordance with varying 
levels of coyote activity within the city.  Mr. Thyes went on to provide highlights of the contents of the 
foundational policy.  Mr. Thyes stated the policy document indicates, it is not the intention of the city nor is it an 
objective of the policy to carry out a culling program, it is intended to serve as an educational tool, and a guide 
to responses of coyote nuisance activity. Assistant City Administrator reviewed the five levels of the coyote 
response plan and levels of triggering events associated with each level.  Mr. Thyes pointed out level four has 
been relabeled from Trapping to Nuisance Removal due in part, it is not just trapping. Mr. Thyes went on to say, 
nuisance removal is based on established patterns, threats, or pet attacks through the city’s data collection 
efforts.  Mr. Thyes concluded his presentation stating, staff has worked to strike a balance in creating a 
practicable policy and a response plan tailored to the City of Mequon.  Mr. Thyes noted, with the Committee’s 
concurrence staff would look to move the policy matter forward to either the Committee of the Whole or to the 
Common Council. 
 
The Committee provided their feedback to Appendix A: Coyote Response Plan.  Alderman Strzelczyk 
commented he would like to ensure level four includes trapping or hunting and requested that education be 
reiterated throughout the response plan.  Alderman Mayr inquired as to the position of the city’s liability 
insurance carrier.  Kevin Miller from M3 Insurance was asked to provide information on the city’s liability as it 
pertains to a nuisance removal permit. Mr. Miller provided his opinion stating, it should not be an issue, what 
the city would be doing is providing a permit through the state process. Mr. Miller further noted, the city would 
be transferring the risk to the contractor. Tom Issac, Wildlife Biologist, provided further information on the 
nuisance removal permit issued by the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.   
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Alderman Gierl requested one attack be listed in level four rather than a number of attacks. Alderman  
Strzelczyk offered several suggestions pertaining to the questionnaire Appendix B including asking about 
coyote reactions to hazing.  Staff was directed to research the transferability of the nuisance permit to private 
property owners on five to ten plus acres, determine the length of time it takes to complete a background check 
and include education as part of the different levels of responses. 
 
Draft Nuisance Animal Removal Permit Provisions 
Assistant City Administrator Thyes provided the Committee with the draft terms and conditions associated with 
a nuisance animal removal permit.  Mr. Thyes stated a nuisance animal removal permit, issued by the 
Department of Natural Resources, provides the city or its designee the right to use meat bait or the use of a cable 
restraint style trap year round as opposed to the already permitted time frame between December and February.  
Mr. Thyes pointed out under the terms and conditions of the permit, a report of all animals that are shot or 
trapped while utilizing the permit must be furnished to the DNR, and the DNR retains the right to revote the 
permit in the event an endangered animal or domestic pet is harmed or killed. Tom Isaac answered questions 
regarding trapping regulations. Alderman Strzelczyk inquired on the number of times a report will need to be 
filed with the Department of Natural Resources. Assistant City Administrator Thyes will follow up with the 
Department of Natural Resources and Police Chief Graff to determine if there is a preference on placing a 
quantifier on how often the reports will need to be filed. 
 
Placement of Donated Statue 
Don Curran, Operations Manager/Park Director stated, in April the Park Board was given the opportunity to 
accept a donated sculpture from a local resident who’s desire is for the sculpture to be located somewhere in the 
Town Center along the river. Mr. Curran stated the Park Board voted to accept the sculpture and selected a 
location south of the riverwalk path.  Mr. Curran went on to say, the Park Board felt that the view from the road  
would not be encumbered but concluded it would be  best to present the location of the sculpture to the Public 
Welfare Committee for their opinion. Mr. Curran noted given the fact the sculpture is valued at approximately 
$10,000 it would require the approval of the Finance & Personnel Committee before going to Common Council. 
 
Alderman Mayr requested staff to provide the Committee with information related to the Council’s vision for 
the park before making a decision on the location of the sculpture.   
 
Adjourn 
Action: Motion to adjourn the meeting (Strzelczyk/Gierl) 
Result: Motion passed by voice acclamation. Meeting adjourned at 7:51 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lina Prosser, Executive Assistant 
CITY OF MEQUON PUBLIC WELFARE COMMITTEE 
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