
CITY OF MEQUON  

COMMON COUNCIL  

Organizational Meeting 

April 19, 2016  
 

1) Mayor Abendroth called the Organizational Meeting of the Common Council to order at 7:00 

PM with the Pledge of Allegiance and the roll call.  

 

PRESENT: Mayor Abendroth, Aldermen Strzelczyk, Pukaite, Mayr, Leszczynski, Gierl, 

Hawkins, Nerbun, Adams; City Administrator/City Clerk Jones, City Attorney 

Sajdak, Deputy City Clerk Fochs, Police Chief Graff; press and interested public 

 

2) Recognition of Outgoing Alderman John Leszczynski, District 4:  

Mayor Abendroth read a proclamation extending thanks and best wishes to Alderman 

Leszczynski. Leszczynski extended his congratulations to Alderman-elect Wirth and his thanks 

to Aldermanic candidate Janette Braverman for her campaign efforts. He further thanked the 

Council, staff members, and the members of District 4. He left with the request to take a fresh 

look at the Park budget for maintenance and capital improvements since the parks are one of 

Mequon's finest assets. 

 

3) Deputy City Clerk to Administer Oath of Offic to: 
Deputy City Clerk Fochs administered the Oaths of Office to Mayor Abendroth, Aldermaen 

Strzelczyk and Wirth and they took their places on the Common Council.   

 

4) Common Council President: 

a) Nominations: 

1) Alderman Pukaite nominated Alderman Nerbun for Common Council President 

2) Alderman Nerbun nominated Alderman Strzelczyk for Common Council President. 

3) Alderman Adams nominated Alderman Mayr for Common Council President. 

 

With no other nominations proposed, Council members proceeded on to electing the 

Common Council President. 

 

b) Election: 

City Attorney Sajdak stated that five votes would be needed to elect a Council President. 

Voting for Common Council President was conducted by secret ballot. Mayor Abendroth 

announced Alderman Mayr received three votes, Alderman Nerbun received two votes and 

Alderman Strzelczyk received three votes. A second secret ballot produced five votes for 

Alderman Strzelczyk and three votes for Alderman Mayr. The Mayor declared Alderman 

Strzelczyk the new Common Council President. 

 

5) Planning Commission Aldermanic Representative Appointments: 
a) Nomination by Common Council President:  Alderman Strzelczyk presented a split 

appointment between Aldermen Adams and himself. 
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b) Common Council confirmed by majority vote 8/0. 
 

6) Common Council Aldermanic Representative Appointments: 
a) Economic Development Board:  Alderman Strzelczyk recommended Alderman Adams with 

Alderman Wirth as Alternate #1 and Alderman Pukaite as Alternate #2. 

 

b) Library Board:  Alderman Strzelczyk recommended Alderman Hawkins with Alderman 

Pukaite as alternate.  

 

c) Park Board:  Alderman Strzelczyk recommended Alderman Gierl with Alderman Strzelczyk 

as alternate. 

 

d) Bikeway Commission had no recommendation. 

 

Moved by Alderman Hawkins, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to approve the Aldermanic 

Representative Appointments. 

 

The motion passed by voice acclamation 8/0. 
 

7) Convene as Committee of the Whole:  There being no objection; the Mayor declared the 

Council convened as Committee of the Whole (7:23 PM) to nominate and confirm Standing 

Committee Assignments.   

 

a) Nominate and Confirm Standing Committee Assignments 

 

Alderman Strzelczyk presented the following recommendations for standing committees 

assignments: 

 

i) Finance-Personnel: Alderman Nerbun 

    Alderman Strzelczyk 

    Alderman Wirth 

 

ii) Public Safety: Alderman Hawkins 

    Alderman Nerbun 

    Alderman Pukaite 

 

iii) Public Welfare: Alderman Gierl 

    Alderman Mayr 

    Alderman Wirth 

 

iv) Public Works: Alderman Adams 

    Alderman Mayr 

    Alderman Pukaite 

 

Moved by Alderman Strzelczyk, seconded by Alderman Wirth to approve the Standing 

Committee assignments.  The motion passed by voice acclamation 8/0. 

 

b) Discussion Regarding Common Council Meeting Start Time – 7:00 PM. 
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Discussion ensued on the possibility of changing the start time of Council meetings to 7:00 

instead of 7:30 PM.  Committee of the Whole recommended keeping the start time as 7:30 

pm.   

 

8) Reconvene as Common Council:  There being no objection; the Mayor declared the 

Committee of the Whole reconvened as the Common Council (7:28 PM). 
 

9) New Business: 

a) Designation of Official City Newspaper: 

Deputy City Clerk Fochs stated per State Statutes the city is required to annually 

designate an official city newspaper for publication of its legal notices. Staff received 

two responses to this bid request, recommending News Graphics be designated as the 

official city newspaper for 2016-2017.  

 

Discussion ensued on the circulation numbers of each bidder, ways to reach out to more 

residents, bottom line estimates of both bidders, and the possibility of publishing in both 

newspapers. Council recommended that ways to better communicate with our residents 

and reach a wider audience should be a future agenda item for the Public Welfare 

Committee. 

 

 Moved by Alderman Pukaite, seconded by Alderman Hawkins to confirm the News 

Graphic as the official city newspaper.   

 

 Motion passed by voice acclamation 8/0. 

 

b) Mayoral and Aldermanic Appointments: 

Moved by Alderman Nerbun, seconded by Alderman Wirth to confirm the Mayoral and 

Aldermanic appointments.   

 

The motion passed by voice acclamation 8//0. 

 

10) Adjourn: 

Moved by Alderman Hawkins, seconded by Alderman Nerbun to adjourn at 7:33 PM.  The 

motion passed by voice acclamation 8/0. 

 

___________________________ 

William H. Jones, City Clerk  


