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PUBLIC WELFARE COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
April 14 2015 

 
 
PRESENT:  Aldermen Gierl, Mayr, Pukaite 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Alderman Adams, City Administrator Jones, Assistant City Administrator Thyes, 

Interested Parties   
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mayr at 5:30 PM   
 
Approve minutes of March 10, 2015 meeting  
Action: Motion to approve minutes of the March 10, 2015 meeting (Pukaite/Gierl) 
Result: Motion passed by voice acclamation. 
 
Coyote Response Plan 
Assistant City Administrator Thyes stated at the February Public Welfare Committee meeting staff was asked to 
draft a coyote response plan tailored to the city with distinct categories; communication/education, data 
collection, and general nuisance eradication. Mr. Thyes updated the Committee with the steps the city is 
currently taking towards a coyote response plan.  
 
Mr. Thyes stated within the communication/education area staff continues to update the city’s website with 
information on local educational seminars hosted by the Department of Natural Resources.  Contact information 
from the Department of Natural Resources is also provided should a resident experience a problem with 
nuisance wildlife. Staff has published an article in the city’s E-News and is working with the News Graphic to 
print coyote information when appropriate. Mr. Thyes noted within the Committee’s meeting packet a draft 
informational newsletter on coyotes has been provided for the Committee to review and provide feedback on 
how to move forward with mailing the newsletter  out to residents. 
 
Mr. Thyes stated within the data collection area, staff continues to gather data via the existing online survey 
which has been in place since earlier in the year, noting there have been 70 new submittals, out of which 54 
provided a location. Mr. Thyes reported there are no new hot spots identified and over 70% of the new reports 
were sightings, no new injury reports.  To date 175 reports have been received on the existing online survey. 
Staff is working to refine the online survey to better reflect the specific time, date, location and details about the 
incident.   
 
Mr. Thyes went on to say; currently there are no set policies within the city with regards to urban wildlife.  Staff 
has conducted significant research into various ways for the city to approach the issue of coyotes, not only from 
an effectiveness stand point but also from a feasibility perspective taking into consideration staff involvement 
and budgetary constraints.  Mr. Thyes noted many of the coyote response plan examples staff found has been 
from the Chicago metropolitan area, Colorado and California.  Mr. Thyes noted policy language ranged greatly 
from a willingness to carry out hunting or trapping to educational efforts to no formal action by the 
municipalities. Mr. Thyes went on to provide the following highlights from the community response plans that 
were researched:   
 
Village of Riverside, Illinois, population of approximately 9,000 people.  Staff spoke directly with the Chief of  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Police at the Village of Riverside and noted  their response plan to include documentation, education and  
response to emergencies. Their police department handles the cataloging of coyote sightings and provides a 
report to the elected officials. The Village’s policy does not carry out any removal or trapping efforts primarily 
due to the fact the Village of Riverside, a suburban Chicago municipality is located near a wooded area, along 
the Des Plain River, providing plenty of natural habitats for coyotes.  
 
Alderman Mayr inquired whether the Village of Riverside will respond to a coyote attack. Assistant City 
Administrator Thyes stated only if there is an unprovoked human attack. Mr. Thyes went on to say the 
information the Village of Riverside gathers is focused on details of the attack, action of the victim towards the 
coyote, how the incident was resolved, and whether the incident required the individual to seek medical 
attention.  Mr. Thyes noted if the offending coyote was killed, they would conduct a full necropsy on the animal.  
Mr. Thyes pointed out the Village of Riverside’s lethal control efforts, if implemented, would focus on the 
offending coyote rather than the coyote population at large.  
 
Assistant City Administrator Thyes reviewed Wheaton’s response plan, a suburb of Illinois, population just over 
53,000.  Mr. Thyes stated Wheaton does budget $3,000 annually to carry out their response plan. Wheaton’s 
plan is primarily education based. In the event of a human attack by a coyote, only then would the city contact a 
private trapper for removal.  Wheaton does track phone calls of coyote reports; their educational based action 
plan has been very well received by the residents after an out cry in opposition of the city’s initial culling 
activities.  Mr. Thyes stated Wheaton’s plan does include efforts by staff to organize hazing efforts within the 
community.  Mr. Thyes stated Wheaton’s policy would be a feasible approach for the City of Mequon to 
consider, however the city’s liability carrier did point out concerns with city staff being involved with hazing 
activities. 
 
The Village of Schaumburg, Illinois, (population 75,000) response plan is strictly educational.  Mr. Thyes 
stated, in speaking with Schaumburg’s animal control officer, their village website does provide educational 
materials; it does not carry out trapping or culling activities.   
 
The City of Greenwood Village CO population 14,000 a northeastern suburban of the Denver metropolitan area, 
does have an animal control staff within their police department.  They do have several trained officers to help 
with dispatching nuisance animals only on public property and only when the officers are not conducting their 
normal patrol duties. The trained officers are paid overtime when called out; Greenwood Village does budget for 
overtime.  Mr. Thyes noted, The City of Greenwood Village operates a very protocol driven operation with 
select few well trained officers. 
 
Mr. Thyes stated the City of Calabasas, CA, population 24,100, strongly encourages hazing and educational 
efforts and their guiding principle within their policy is to coexist with wildlife. 
 
Assistant City Administrator Thyes summarized the sample plans stating, the plans vary greatly from general 
coexistence language to removal efforts.  Staff has provided the samples to assist the Committee with providing 
guidance to staff for the creation of an achievable policy that looks to strike a balance between concerns that 
have been raised with regards to problem animals and how to address them, and also the concerns that have been 
raised in opposition to culling and trapping activities. 
 
Mr. Thyes shared an e-mail staff received from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in regard to 
issuing a nuisance permit for coyotes, noting the Department of Natural Resources could issue a nuisance 
removal permit to the City of Mequon allowing the city agents or contractors to utilize bait when shooting or  
trapping coyotes. The permit would only authorize baiting and use of cable restraints, due in part, hunting 
coyotes is already a legal practice within the State of Wisconsin subject to proper permitting.  Mr. Thyes stated  
the DNR stressed the best coyote management program is one that provides public education about the animals 
and how to live along side them, trying to reduce coyote numbers on a large scale is difficult, expensive, and 
time consuming. 
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Mr. Thyes provided the committee with specific feedback from the city’s liability insurance carrier in the event 
the city would hire a trapper, noting the city’s liability insurance covers a layer of protection but does not limit  
the exposure to the city should a trapper’s insurance limit become exhausted.  The city’s liability insurance 
carrier did not recommend employees of the city to be involved with trapping or killing coyotes. 
 
Assistant City Administrator stated staff did reach out to eight trappers listed on the Department of Natural 
Resources website to find out the cost of their trapping services. The trapping services ranged from $50-$400.  
 
Mr. Thyes reviewed a draft action plan time line with the Committee.  Mr. Thyes concluded his presentation by 
stating staff is looking for authorization to move forward with an informational newsletter, and is looking for 
feedback and direction on how to draft a practicable response plan tailored to the city based on the example 
response plans provided to the Committee. 
 
Alderman Pukaite stated she is in favor of having the city continue a public education program, and noted she 
would not recommend a lethal removal program.  Alderman Gierl stated he is not in agreement with trapping 
coyotes, but would like to see the city become involved with the removal of a rogue coyote by utilizing local 
bow hunters.  Alderman Mayr stated the city may be at risk by providing a list of bow hunters.  Assistant City 
Administrator Thyes stated a link to the Department of Natural Resources regulations pertaining to bow hunting 
activity could be provided on the city’s website.   
 
Alderman Mayr stated residents that have been involved with a coyote incident are looking for information on 
what to do and who to contact and inquired whether a response plan could be brought back to the Committee in 
May.  Assistant City Administrator asked the Committee whether any of the samples staff presented would be 
looked upon as favorable by the Committee in order to move forward with drafting a coyote response plan. 
Alderman Pukaite voiced her support for the approach the Village of Riverside, Illinois took to their coyote 
response plan. 
 
Alderman Strzelczyk commented on the importance of education and pointed out residents are looking for tools 
to help them should they encounter a coyote.  
  
The Committee went on to discuss the feasibility of obtaining a nuisance removal permit.  Assistant City 
Administrator Thyes reiterated the information staff received from the Department of Natural Resources; a 
nuisance removal permit could be issued, the nuisance removal permit would carry with it a specific time frame 
because of the use of bait, but it would only authorize baiting and the use of cable restraints or traps. 
 
Alderman Mayr summarized the direction of the Committee; a special meeting will be scheduled for the first 
week in May to review a draft informational coyote newsletter and at the regular meeting staff will bring a draft 
coyote response plan and an update on the website survey.  
 
Adjourn 
Action: Motion to adjourn the meeting (Pukaite/Mayr) 
Result: Motion passed by voice acclamation. Meeting adjourned at 6:48 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lina Prosser, Executive Assistant 
CITY OF MEQUON PUBLIC WELFARE COMMITTEE 
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